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Q&A with Christ 

—Luke 2:41-52 

Our Christian faith is about a person.  

Christianity is not first and foremost a way of life or a philosophy or even a “religion.” It is not a moral code of do’s 
and don’ts. It is not primarily about doctrines or a system of theology. Christianity is at its heart and core about a 
person. His name is Jesus of Nazareth. He is a one-of-a kind individual; nobody like him has ever existed in the 
history of the world. He had no human father; he was conceived and born of a virgin mother. The Holy Spirit 
caused Mary to conceive miraculously and give birth to a son. He is the Christ, the Chosen One. He is the Son of 
God. Christianity is about who Jesus is and what Jesus has done. He invites us to know him, to follow him, to 
spend time with him. He loves us, so we can love him, and wants us finally to spend eternity with him. 

Imagine you had the opportunity to sit down with this person. Imagine you could sit down face-to-face with this 
Jesus and talk about anything, ask him anything. Imagine you were the one teaching the lesson, leading the 
discussion group, maybe even preaching the sermon. What would it be like to have Jesus in the class, 
commenting and sharing observations about the lesson you’re teaching? What would it be like to have a Q&A 
session—a question and answer session—with Christ? 

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they 
went up to the Feast, according to the custom. Yesterday we celebrated Jesus’ birth, and today we fast-forward 
twelve years into the youth of the boy Jesus. Why jump from the baby in the manger in Bethlehem to the boy 
Jesus in the temple in Jerusalem? There is a reason this Gospel is appointed for the First Sunday after 
Christmas. It’s more than just the one glimpse we have of Jesus in his youth; it’s an opportunity for us to reflect on 
some wonderful Christmas truths about who Jesus is and what he came to do for us.  

Luke tells us the sequence of events that happened. After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning 
home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. After three days of searching his parents found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him 
was amazed at his understanding and his answers.  

So what did Jesus know about Scripture at this point? What did he know about appropriating Scripture to himself 
and applying Scripture to life? That’s an interesting question: What did Jesus know? As a twelve-year-old boy in 
the temple, what did Jesus know? As soon as we start to ponder that question, we begin to dip our toe into the 
deep end of the theological pool. What did Jesus know? Undoubtedly Jesus the boy studied in the synagogue 
with other boys his age. But Jesus is different from the other boys his age. Jesus had no human father; his Father 
is God, and he himself is God from eternity. Jesus is the Word who became flesh. God is omniscient; God knows 
everything. When Jesus was conceived and born as our brother, he did not become less God or only part God. 
He did not stop being fully all-knowing, all-powerful God. He did not empty himself of his knowledge and power 
when he became a baby. So the answer to “What did Jesus know?” is, “He knew everything.” Scripture says, “In 
Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). “In him all the fullness of the Deity 
lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). Jesus knows everything. The baby Jesus knows everything. The twelve-
year-old Jesus knows everything. He always has, and he always will. 

Yet in his humiliation, as the Son of God humbled himself for our salvation, God in the flesh did not always and 
did not fully make use of his attributes as God. He knew everything, and in him were all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, but the boy Jesus still studied in the synagogue and learned along with the other boys. He still 
studied his lessons and learned them well. He was obedient and respectful to his teachers, and he learned the 
wisdom that they shared from the Scriptures. Before and after this incident in the temple, Jesus grew in wisdom 
and in stature and in favor with God and men. 

And the more we contemplate this beautiful truth of who this Jesus is—the baby Jesus, the boy Jesus, the man 
Jesus—the more we scratch our heads and marvel in amazement at this profound truth that eludes our ability to 
grasp. Jesus is not partly God and partly human; we can’t separate Jesus into “the God side” and “the man side.” 
We confessed yesterday in the Athanasian Creed that Jesus is fully God and fully human. As we struggle to wrap 
our minds around these truths, we realize that this not just an academic exercise in who Jesus is. This is not just 
some arcane, irrelevant truth for theologians to wrangle over. This is the way God planned our salvation. This is 
who Jesus has to be to be the Savior of the world.  

Remember what happened when the time had fully come? God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to 
redeem those under law. Going to the temple with his parents at the time of the Passover we see Jesus obeying 
perfectly the requirements of the law of Moses. He was under the law, and he kept the law because we have not 



kept the law. We have transgressed the law, stepped over the line, rebelled against God, broken God’s 
commandments. We need a Savior who is born to our race, who has our flesh, who is truly human, who enters 
our broken world, who battles our temptations without sinning—and remains perfectly without sin. And when this 
Jesus offers up his life, his body and his blood on the cross as the innocent sacrifice for sinners his it is the life, 
the body, and the blood of God that are offered—the infinite payment for the countless sins of all the world of 
sinners, every human being who has transgressed the commandments of an infinitely holy God. And because 
Jesus is fully human, the brother of all, and fully God, the infinite sacrifice for all, you can be absolutely certain 
that Jesus is your brother and the sacrifice for you. Your sins are forgiven, removed by your perfect Savior. You 
have been redeemed and rescued from hell by the blood of the Lamb. God’s Christmas miracle in which the Word 
became flesh, God did for you. 

The teachers in the temple were amazed at the boy Jesus’ understanding and his answers, it is true. But I wonder 
if any of them really grasped what was happening. Q&A—questions and answers—with the Christ, the Son of the 
living God? Did they understand who was with them? Do you think the teachers in the temple knew what an 
incredible privilege they enjoyed during that time when they had Jesus in their midst? Do you think they knew 
what an amazing opportunity they had to have the Messiah sitting among them, expounding the Scriptures with 
them, giving them insight and understanding that they themselves never grasped? I wonder how many of them 
really understood the significance of such a momentous occasion. I wonder if some might have been suspicious 
or resentful of Jesus and asked, “Who is this young whippersnapper who knows so much? He doesn’t belong 
here asking questions in this circle of learned men. He has no business offering answers to the questions we are 
debating. I’m the teacher here; this twelve-year-old has nothing to teach me.” Later on, when Jesus began his 
public ministry, the crowds would be drawn to Jesus’ teaching and be amazed by it, because he taught with 
authority and not like their teachers of the law. 

What would you do in a temple circle where you had Q&A with the Christ? Would you hang on his every word? 
Would you scoop up every pearl of wisdom that dropped from his lips? Would you devour every morsel of the 
bread of truth that he shared with you? We don’t have the opportunity to sit in a circle with Jesus in the discussion 
group, but we do have the Word of Christ. It is given to us in Holy Scripture, the Bible. We have the printed Word. 
Do you know that your mother tongue, the English language, has more translations of the Bible than any other 
language spoken today? The Bible is more accessible, more available than it ever has been in the history of the 
world. But the Bible is not just any book. It is the inspired, unerring, infallible Word of God. God the Holy Spirit 
caused the prophets and the apostles and all the authors of Scripture to write exactly the words he wanted them 
to write, so that when the writers put pen to parchment or papyrus, they were speaking the very words of Christ, 
who was speaking through them. When we read the Bible or listen to God’s Word it is the very voice of God that 
we read and hear. Do we grasp what a wonderful privilege we have to listen to God, to spend time with Jesus? 
Do we appreciate every amazing opportunity we have to sit at Jesus’ feet? 

Jesus told the Jews, “You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. 
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me” (John 5:39). Do you want to meet Jesus? Here in the Bible is 
where it happens. Do you want to experience the fullness of God’s love for you? Here in the Bible is where you 
experience it. Do you want to know exactly where you stand with God in Christ? This is where you learn of 
forgiveness for your sins, reconciliation with the Father, peace and joy. It’s all right here: the answers to 
everything God wants you to know to be successful in life and victorious in death. Here I see Jesus, my Savior. In 
Holy Communion we meet Jesus face-to-face. We see him, touch, taste and receive him in, with, and under the 
bread and wine. He lives in us and we live in him. In his Word and in his Sacrament, we meet Jesus, and he 
draws us closer to him.  

We pray: Lord Jesus, don’t let me ever spurn you or despise you! Don’t let me ever take for granted this gospel, 
this Means of Grace in Word and Sacrament. Daily renew my love for you. As I continue to celebrate your coming 
in the flesh this Christmas, renew in me the desire to hear your Word, to receive you in Holy Communion, to 
cherish and be renewed in your love for me. I want to learn your teachings, and I want to keep your 
commandments, but most of all I want to know you, deeply, intimately, personally, my Savior, my brother, and my 
God. In this coming New Year bring me with you here to your Father’s house, so that here I gather with your 
people to be refreshed by your grace and brought closer to you. Amen. 


